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across Japan will be closed on
Friday due to Typhoon Hagibis,
with flights and ferry services also
cancelled across the country. Many
schools have been cancelled,
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including in Tokyo where the
capital’s Kanto area is expected to
be the worst affected. Hagibis was
downgraded to a tropical
depression late on Tuesday,
although it still remained powerful,
with gusts of up to 105mph
recorded. The typhoon, which is
moving north-west, came ashore at
12:00 GMT on Wednesday, but is
expected to weaken in coming days
and be downgraded to a tropical
storm by Friday. Parts of northern
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Japan have been hit by heavy rain,
causing a landslide at a tunnel in
the city of Sapporo, just south of
Hokkaido’s capital, killing two
people and leaving 14 others
missing. According to CNN, more
than 90,000 people remain without
power in Japan, with officials
telling media they expect the
number to rise. All schools in the
Kanto region were cancelled for the
rest of the week on Thursday. The
Yomiuri Shimbun, a Japanese
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newspaper, said that thousands of
people stayed indoors as more than
35,000 flights, mainly out of
Kansai International Airport in
Osaka, were cancelled for the rest
of the week. Cities across the
country were also expecting lowlying areas, including Nagoya, to be
swamped. Officials at the
Meteorological Agency said the
typhoon was expected to bring
winds of up to 135 kilometres per
hour, with peak gusts of up to 210
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km/h. In Tokyo’s eastern suburbs,
evacuees from homes that had been
damaged by the typhoon were
expected to begin returning to their
homes on Wednesday, although a
clean-up operation is expected to
last for weeks. Water utilities
across the capital were also
preparing to turn off water in
typhoon-hit areas. Children sit in a
school bus in Sapporo. Photograph:
Toru Hanai/Reuters A recent
government report found that the
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city faces a “severe 82138339de
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